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and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
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1-3 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 
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□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-6 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/2-2/2 



as originally filed 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-6 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-6 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-6 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the former contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet - 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Citations: 



D1: EP-A-0 871 027 
D2: US-A-5 249 349 
D3: US-A-5 801 824 



Insofar as the set of claims can be understood (cf. paragraph VIII below) the 
following holds: 

1. Claim 1: D1 discloses an automated optical inspection system which 
comprises four cameras 3, 4, 5, 6 spaced from each other and arranged 
generally north, east, south and west at an angle above a generally rectangular 
area (cf. col. 5, lines 25-34 and Figs. 1,3), wherein the width of this area is 
larger than the length (cf. Fig. 3), each of said cameras 3, 4, 5, 6 having an 
optical axis (9) and a field of view 21-24. These fields of view are generally 
rectangular (cf. Fig. 3), the width being longer than the length. 

D1 also discloses pairs of said cameras being positioned generally opposite 
each other (Fig. 1 , reference signs 3, 4; 5, 6). One of said pairs of cameras has 
the width and length of their fields of view (cf. Fig. 3, reference signs 23 and 
24) generally in the same direction as the width and length of said generally 
rectangular area (for example, area 20, which also corresponds to the field of 
view of the overhead fifth camera and to the area upon which the item to be 
inspected is placed) and the other pair of cameras , also being positioned 
generally opposite each other and generally perpendicular to the first-mentioned 
pair of cameras has the width and length of their fields of view (cf. Fig. 3, 
reference signs 21 and 22) generally in the same direction as the length and 
width of the area 20 , respectively. 

Thus, the solution defined in claim 1 is anticipated in D1 and thus claim 1 , not 
defining novel subject-matter does not satisfy the requirements of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 

2. Claims 2-5: The herein defined additional features are also anticipated in D1 
(cf. Figs. 1, 2, 3, 7 and col. 7, lines 15-17). 
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3. Claim 6: The herein defined additional feature is well known in this technical 
field. For example, this feature is already employed in a similar arrangement in 
D3 (cf. Fig. 7 and col. 9, lines 27-32) 

Thus, the set of claims, not defining new and inventive subject matter, does not 
satisfy the requirements of Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

Furthermore, D2 (cf. Fig. 27 and col. 1 1 , lines 20-22) discloses four cameras in 
a similar inspection arrangement. Each of these cameras is mounted on a 
rotational axis which allows the field of view of the cameras to be adjusted as 
required. The combination of this teaching with the prior art cited on page 1 of 
the description would render the solution proposed by the present application 
(cf. Fig. 2) non-inventive. 

Re Item VII 

1. There is no document identified in the description which reflects the prior art 
described on page 1 (Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

1. In general, the use of the term 'height' when describing a horizontal area is 
confusing. Perhaps what is meant is length". 

2. The essential features, as seen in Fig. 2, that each field of view has the same 
area, being the same size as the area upon which items to be inspected are 
placed, that the fields of view of cameras situated opposite each other overlap 
(i.e. are one and the same), that the fields of views of both sets of opposing 
cameras overlap and that the area where the overlapping takes place is the 
generally rectangular area upon which items to be inspected are placed, are not 
present in claim 1 . 

Thus, claim 1, being unclear, does not not meet the requirements of Article 6 
PCT. 
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